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INDIANTOWN  |  With an atti-
tude of faith and a spirit and vision 
of change, two religious sisters here 
are creating miracles, touching lives 
and bringing the entire community 
and members of various parishes 
together to join them in prayers and 
efforts to serve the underserved. 

“Miracles are happening daily 
around us,” said Sister Mary Dool-
ey. “This might be the beginning of 
a new book, the ‘Miracle of South-
west 174th Court.’”

The Florida Catholic drove the 
long, undeveloped stretch of High-
way 710 to Southwest 174th Court in 
Indiantown, situated in quiet, ag-
ricultural country, to see what was 
going on there after hearing rumors 
about miracles. The brand-new 
“KinDoo Family Center” was be-
ing blessed, dedicated and opened 
Oct. 2, a miracle in itself from what 
we learned. Joining the party were 
townspeople, people from around 
the diocese and members of the 
Hope Rural School community, a 
private Catholic school in town, 
which serves children of low-in-
come, immigrant families.  

“KinDoo is about coaching peo-
ple to do things that they don’t think 
they can do,” said Sister Dooley, 
making ceremony presentations 
with Sister Katherine Kinnally, 
fondly called Sister Kate. Both re-
ligious sisters have been members 
of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
community for more than 50 years. 
Sister Dooley came to Indiantown 
in 2004 to serve as director of Hope 
Rural School; Sister Kinnally joined 
her a year later to serve as principal.

The nonprofit KinDoo Family 
Center, now up and running, fea-
tures free English lessons and adult 
and teen sewing instructions, art, 
nutrition and cooking classes and 
computer training. The ministry is 
the response to a call placed on the 
sisters’ hearts. 

“Sister Kate and I felt a strong call 
to do something for families,” said 
Sister Dooley. “KinDoo Family Cen-
ter is to strengthen and empower 
families.” 

“There was nothing in Indian-
town for adults,” Sister Kinnally 
said. “We wanted to help both the 
women and the men.” 

Once hearing the call, Sister 
Dooley and Sister Kinnally, prayed, 
contemplated, talked to their supe-
rior, and literally on a wing and a 
prayer took a leap of faith. They left 
their school positions at the end of 
last year. “We had a big dream and 
no money or building,” said Sister 
Dooley.

That is when the miracles began 
to happen, according to the reli-
gious sisters.

Word quickly traveled about 
their undertaking. “Sisters Mary 
and Katherine are embarking on a 

new future and a new challenge in 
serving God’s poor,” said Francis-
can Sister Joan Dawson, diocesan 
Episcopal delegate for religious. 
“Truly, they have found joy in serv-
ing the people of God wherever he 
has directed them. The prayers of 
all the religious of the diocese are 
with them as they begin their new 
venture.”  

Prayers were quickly answered. 
First, a building was given to them. 
“Indiantown Nonprofit is letting us 
use the building. They renovated it, 
and all we had to do was pick out the 
paint,” said Sister Dooley.

“Nearly everything here was 
donated,” said Sister Dooley as she 
took us on a tour of the KinDoo 
Center with office, reception area 
and spacious classrooms. “The 
computers are donated. The sewing 
machines were a gift from a donor.” 
The religious sisters spent all sum-
mer visiting thrift stores to find wall 
hanging and furnishing. Sister Kin-
nally made curtains. 

A business in town offered the 
sisters free Internet service for a 
year and a phone. When the sisters 
were faced with practically no bud-
get and an old building with a big 
appetite for electricity, they turned 
to Florida Power and Light, which 
came out and made a free energy 
audit and then stepped up with gen-
erosity. As part of FPL’s nonprofit 
energy makeover charitable pro-
gram, the company is installing 
new air-conditioning equipment 
and new lighting free of charge at 
the center.

“It was heaven sent,” said Sister 
Dooley. “Miracles are happening 
every day.”    

Sister Dooley is not new to chal-
lenges or ventures. After teaching in 
New York, she left her fellow sisters, 
friends and family behind in 1979 to 
live in Liberia, West Africa, where 

Eleanor Roosevelt during an inter-
view with the Florida Catholic sev-
eral years ago: “We gain strength 
and courage and confidence by 
each experience in which we really 
stop to look fear in the face. We must 
do that which we think we cannot.” 

“We kept saying, ‘We can do this. 
We can do this,’ and we did,” Sister 
Dooley said. n

To learn more about KinDoo 
Family Center, call 772-285-0608.  

she established a school as part of 
her order’s outreach and mission. 
She ministered there for 10 years 
before coming back to the United 
States to work in education. 

Sister Kinnally spent her life in 
education and loves children. She 
worked as a teacher and an admin-
istrator in New York, Massachusetts 
and New Jersey.  

The two women are apparently 
loved by the Indiantown residents. 
“We are not losing them,” said Juan 
Carlos Lasso, Hispanic ministry co-
ordinator and director of religious 
education at Holy Cross Parish. 
“When I heard they were leaving, I 
said, ‘Why don’t they stay here?’ It is 
good that they are still in the town 
helping the community.”

Francis Delgado, a parishioner 
of Holy Cross who has been active 
in parish ministry work over the 
years, admires the religious sisters 
and knows them through Hope Ru-
ral School and Holy Cross, where 
her seven children were raised. “It 
is beautiful,” said Delgado about 
the new ministry. “I was a migrant 
once. I came as a migrant. It was a 
dream. It is wonderful to minister 
to the children, but the parents also 
need help. It is a natural for the sis-
ters to open the center. It is good for 
the community.” 

“I want to take the English class-
es,” said Candy Bautista, 28, who at-
tended ceremonies and toured the 
new family center with her mother, 
Maria Bautista. 

“I want to improve my English. I 
want to be more powerful,” said the 
young woman, who believes the key 
to success is through education. 
“My mom wants to take sewing. We 
don’t have any programs in Indian-
town. We are happy that the center 
is open.”

Sister Kinnally and Sister Dooley 
are strong in faith and positive as 

they experience a new, exciting 
ministry and have confidence that 
God will help them along the way. 
These women are certainly creating 
miracles, inspiring others to serve 
and giving hope to the poor with 
visions of brighter futures to better 
provide for their children.

Sister Dooley wrote a children’s 
book five years ago titled “The Little 
School of Hope,” based on the true 
story of Hope Rural School. She 
recalled a favorite quote of hers by 

Religious creating miracles on 174th Court

The new KinDoo Family Center has a fresh coat of paint, and 
renovations. 

Sister Katherine Kinnally of the School Sisters of Notre Dame shows 
Maria Bautista, left, and Odilia Lopez how to operate sewing 
machines at the KinDoo Family Center.

People attending dedication ceremonies at the new KinDoo 
Family Center applaud during presentations. At left is Father Frank 
O'Loughlin, co-founder of Hope Rural School in Indiantown, who 
also launched several outreach programs in the town. He presided 
during blessing ceremonies at the center. Sister Mary Dooley of the School Sisters of Notre Dame greets 

students of Hope Rural School, who came Oct. 2 to dedication 
ceremonies of the new KinDoo Family Center. (PHOTOS BY LINDA 
REEVES | FC)


